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Gentlemen: - I appear before you in a position, not of my own seeking, in a place which I had hoped would have
been filled by one more used, and therefore more competent for the discharge of such duties as this than I am;
but in this I have been disappointed. And though, doubtless, there are many who might have been prevailed
upon to relieve me of this task, both more able and willing, I have long since come to the conclusion, without
however always acting upon it, that it is always best for every one in the situation in which he is placed, to
endeavor, to the best of his ability, to perform all the work, belonging to it, unless some how or other
providentially incapacitated. We think this, in the main, a good rule for young men entering upon life to follow,
qualified, of course by circumstances. Cases oGen occur when it would be highly proper to entrust to others the
performance of that work which has been, in the course of events, thrown in our path. Thus, a physician, in the
course of his practice, may have a surgical case, the life of the patient may be at stake, he knows some brother
physician, of more experience and greater manual dexterity, who can perform the operation more skilfully
than he; he may regret his own want of skill, but if he is the right kind of a man, he will not suHer his pride to
interfere with the best interests...
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